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NEW BEGINNINGS                    
BANQUET 

CANCELLED 
 

Due to a lack 
of response 

and the rise in 
Covid, we are unable to have 

this year’s banquet. 
 

HOWEVER 
 

We do plan to have a bigger 
and better Christmas Brunch. 
Thank you for understanding. 

Sharing love through support 

                  Not So Great News 

November 12,  
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Pinks Boutique: For Appointment    
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Like us on Facebook         
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Email any officer by typing    
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@steelmagnoliasinc.org 
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STEEL MAGNOLIAS/MEN OF STEEL, 
MINUTES 

JUNE 28, 2022 
 

Meeting was called to order by our President, Elaine Johns, 
 
Minutes of the previous meeting were read.  Motion by Steve and seconded by Cheryl to adopt the 
minutes as read. 
 
Treasurer’s Report was given by Chuck:  June beginning balance was $25,923.06; ending balance was 
$25,743.06. 
 
Jenny and Eddie Whitman were our guest speakers.  Jenny revealed that Eddie had been diagnosed 
with cancer on his liver and stomach.  Scheduled for a PET scan in July but doctors were optimist that 
the cancer could be controlled with chemo and radiation.  Hopefully, surgery will not be necessary.   
Jenny relayed what their journey had been so far and what was to be in the future.   
 
Elaine then asked the group what types of programs they would like to have, i.e., hospital update, 
makeup professional update, essential oils, or nutrition.   
 
Elaine stated she was going to update the Steel Magnolias brochure. She also stated she would check 
with Harley Davidson to see if they are going to host Tu’s Tu’s for Ta’s Ta’s.  If not, we had another 
club that is interested.   
 
Jenny volunteered to do devotions until Sherry can return. 
 
No further business, motion made by Cheryl and seconded by Janet that meeting be adjourned. 
 
       Respectively submitted, 
       Brenda Parker, Secretary 
 

“Our Pinks Boutique” 
 

We have invited our members to come to the Pinks Boutique to see the beautiful painting that Jenny has 
painted on some of the walls. So I tried to take pictures to give everyone a glimpse of how beautiful they 
are. The lighting in there is not so great to take a picture without shadows, sorry. 
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    Remembering Barbara Trull 
 

Barbara was one of my special friends. She was quiet, but I 
go to know her I guess more than anyone in the group. I 
would go to the hospital for my grief group every other 
Tuesday. I would stop by the Steel         Magnolia office, 
and we would talk. I always brought cookies or candy to 
the grief group, and we would share one too. If her back 
was hurting, I would take the snacks to the oncology 
rooms for her. I remember her smile. The las time I saw 
Barbara was at the Christmas party at Alexanders. I went 
over to her and told her she was beautiful. She took my 
hand and smiled but didn’t say anything. I will Miss her 
smile and kind heart. We will miss her. 
Gloria Woosley 

…………. 
 
 I met Barbara when Steve and I went to our first Golden K meeting in January 2012.  Members of the 
Golden K consisted mostly of women with just a couple of men.  We were introduced to the group and 
soon met the ladies as we filled our plates with the goodies they had brought for the meeting.  I noticed 
that Barbara was much quieter than most of the other ladies, but I admired her red hair and her    
beautiful outfit including matching jewelry.  Barbara was always dressed like she just stepped off a 
magazine cover no matter if she was at the Golden K meeting, Special Olympics, or East Central        
Alabama Cerebral Palsy Telethon.  Because of her quietness, I thought that maybe Barbara just didn’t 
like me.  I just didn’t know what to make of her.  
 
In January 2017, my daughter, Sonya, died unexpectedly from complications of diabetes at the age of 
46.  My world was totally turned upside down and everything that happened for those next few weeks 
was like a dream or rather a nightmare.  During that time, there were many people coming and going at 
the funeral home and at our house, but to be truthful I don’t remember who many of them were.      
Barbara and Chuck were two that I do remember being there so many times.  I remember Barbara   
sitting in my living room and being so nice and sympathetic.  She was still quiet in her own way, but I 
knew that she had come out of friendship.  From that time on, I always thought of Barbara as a friend.  
I will miss seeing her at all the different events that we were both a part of and admiring her beautiful 
jewelry and outfits, but most of all I will miss her kindness and friendship. 
Connie Stephens 
                                                                                ………….. 
 
 I was assigned to Anniston Army Depot in November 1975. My first encounter with Barbara 
Baxter in December 1975 was anything but cordial.  However, I remained pleasant throughout 
the encounter, if not the perfect soldier.  My assignment as Chemical Operations Sergeant 
had very little to do with her office so there was no or little interaction during the intervening 
years 1975 - 1980. Barbara was transferred to Red River for training and a change of             
occupational specialty due to the training. I was selected to attend the Sergeants Major  
Academy at El Peso, Texas for training in early 1977; returning to the depot in July 1977. I 
was later selected by the U.S. Army Personnel Center in D.C. to be the Sergeant Major of the 
Army   Operations Center in Bonn, Germany in 1981. Due to my wife's (Jane) diagnosis of   
terminal cancer in 1978 and subsequent death in July 1980, I was forced to retire and take 
care of my wife and three school age children in April 1979. When Jane died July 16, 1980, I 
was obligated with my job and assuring the children did not come up short in school or at 
home.  
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It was rough - time wise - to do all that needed to be done daily. Late July 1980, following 

Jane's funeral I received a call from Barbara Baxter with condolences on Jane's death and 

offering to help where she could and wondered if I remembered her before she went off to 

school. I did remember (less that cordial) and was later told she was going through a hard   

divorce. I could not have known in 1975 that circumstances six years later would see us   

married. Barbara was a person of many facets (much like a cut stone). One minute she would 

be quiet and thoughtful - the next instance looking for an argument about something trivial.   

Barbara did not have excesses initially when we first married and she would tell me stories 

about her bleak childhood and first marriage of being without and feeling that others looked 

down on her. I bought her jewelry over the next thirty-five years and she bought shoes and 

clothes of all colors and designs and purses to match to make many stores happy to see her 

coming.  During the last two or three years something changed in Barbara - mentally. Barbara 

became increasingly pleasant, if not happy, and said "thank you", "please", and "I am so  

sorry" to anything that happened. She had never been a "thank you" person to me no matter 

what was done for her. During her last year of life, she excelled in being pleasant and felt like 

everything that did not go well was her fault. I held her hand and talked with her during the 

last 2 plus hours she was with us. She suffered most painfully during this time, but there was 

nothing that I could do to relieve the pain that I saw in her eyes. This had to be the most     

difficult event of my life to date and I am sure hers also. If this writing appears to be about me 

more than about Barbara - I guess it is. Barbara was many things to many people and a little 

different to each person that knew her. Going through her clothes, shoes, closets, under the 

bed I found items that I did not know existed. Many, many items with tags still attached -   

never worn. I donated all of Barbara's shoes, clothes, purses, accessories to HEARTS, The 

Oxford Senior Citizens Center, and individuals. There are many women getting up in the 

morning and dressing for the day or work that are showing off clothes that Barbara found to 

her liking - that makes me and I hope Barbara smile and be happy.                                     

Chuck Trull                                                                                                                                                                                                

Birthdays and Anniversaries  
 
August 2nd is Susan Dupree’s birthday, and she is a 15, 10 and 2-year survivor! 
 

Helpful Hints 
 

When I was told, I would have to do Chemo, a friend’s aunt told me about a product that I 
could put on my eye lashes and eye brows to help me from loosing them because of the Chemo. I 
ordered it and used it the entire time of doing Chemo and for a month after because the Chemo 
is in your system still.  Before I tried it, she told me she did not think it worked for everyone, but 
it did for me. I never lost my eye lashes or eye brows. The product is Brian Joseph Lash and 
Brow Gel and they also make a shampoo. I purchased mine from “Touching You” located in 
Hoover AL. I ordered it from them and they shipped it to me. Check out their web site 
www.touchingyou.com. The owner, Carol Cauthen is also a breast cancer survivor. The phone 
number is 205-823-6407, but please visit the website to fill out a form. They are seeing people by 
appointment only right now Monday thru Friday due to Covid.  They offer many other items 
also. Hope this is helpful information. 
 
Please send in any “Helpful Hints” that you may have to Steel Magnolias, attn.: Elaine , PO 
BOX 2208, Anniston, AL 36202 or elaine@steelmagnoliasinc.org.  

http://www.touchingyou.com
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Up Coming Events  
 
July 26th with regrets about cancelling our 18th Annual New Beginnings Banquet due to lack of response 
and the rise of Covid, we will have a meeting in the private dining room at RMC. RMC is providing 
chicken fingers and mac & cheese, Steel magnolias please bring side dishes and a guest. If you would 
like to come to our meeting, I have provided a map to help you find where the meeting is held. Please 
come join us! 
 
August 15th is the next newsletter mailing day. If you have something to go in the newsletter, please send 
it to me no later than August 8th. 

Services Offered by Steel Magnolias Breast Cancer Support Group, Inc. 
 

 Group Meetings 
 Steel Magnolias and Men of Steel meet on the 4th Tuesday of each month at 5pm in the 1st 

Floor Private Dining Room of RMC. 
 
 Steel Magnolias’ Office 
 Our office is located in site 407 of the Physicians Center in Anniston. Currently our office is 

staffed (part time) by Steel Magnolia volunteers Monday through Friday, 11am-4pm. Every 
effort is made to have someone in the office when our staff is sick or on vacation. Our phone 
number is 256-231-8827 

 
 Pinks Boutique 
 Located in the Physicians’ Center across from the Steel Magnolia Office, we are stocked with 

Mastectomy Bras, Breast Prosthesis, Knitted Knockers, Wigs, Hats, and Scarves. These 
items are of no cost to cancer patients. 

 
 Care Packages 
 Steel Magnolias provide a comfort package including inspirational and educational materials 

to breast cancer patients the day of surgery at Regional Medical Center. Packages are mailed 
or taken to newly diagnosed patients who do not receive them on the day of their surgery. 

 
 
 

Continued on next page…. 
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 Dining Vouchers 
 Dining vouchers are provided for two family members of any cancer patient, in surgery at 

Regional Medical Center. Each provides a meal in the hospital cafeteria. 
 
 Snacks 
 Steel Magnolias provide the following snacks in (1) Clearview Cancer Institute Suite 602 in 

the Physicians Center (2) Chemo treatment room on the 4th floor of RMC and (3) the         
Radiation Oncology Center on the 2nd floor of RMC. 

 
 Breast Cancer Awareness Program 
 Available to girls in grades 7-12, this program is taught in the school by a trained volunteer 

under the supervision of a Registered Nurse. Anyone interested in having our program    
presented, contact our office. 

 
 

 Speakers Bureau 
 Speakers are available to civic clubs and churches. To schedule, contact our office. 
 
 Steel Magnolias Newsletter 
 Our monthly newsletter is an informative and inspirational publication about upcoming 

events, meetings, and activities. Also included is a joke page and a word search puzzle. 
 
 Website 
 www.steelmagnoliasinc.org is a great source of information and inspiration. Our newsletter 

can be found there also. Like us on Facebook! 
 
 Men of Steel 
 Group of husbands, friend, and family of breast cancer patients or survivors and men who 

themselves are breast cancer survivors. Meetings are held jointly with the Steel Magnolias. 
Contact Jimmy Taylor by email at tjimmeg63@aol.com for additional information. 

 
 Prayer 
 We are praying for you with love and blessings. 
 

 
Ways You Can Help 

 
 Volunteer your time 
 Attend our meetings and get involved with us 
 Volunteer for office work or to work in our Pinks Boutique 
 Help with our fundraisers: all through October and our Lea Fite Golf Tournament 
 
 Contribute: contributions are tax deductible, we are a 501(c) 3 tax exempt organization and 

donations can be mailed to PO box 2208 Anniston, AL 36202. All contributions are used to 
provide services to breast cancer patients who reach out to us. 

 
 Pray for our ministry. 

http://www.steelmagnoliasinc.org/
mailto:tjimmeg63@aol.com
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“Joggin’ Inside” 
 

Don’t Mess with Grandma 
A teenager comes downstairs to go on a date with a see-through blouse and no bra. Her Grandma just 
pitched a fit, telling her not to dare go out dressed like that! The teenager tells her to “loosen up   
Grandma, these are modern times, you gotta let your Rose Buds show!” And out she goes. The next day 
the teenager comes downstairs, and Grandma is sitting there with no top on. The teenager wants to die! 
She explains to her grandma that she has friends coming over and that it is just not appropriate… 
Grandma says, “loosen up, sweetie. If you can show off your Rose Buds, the I can display my Hanging 
Baskets.” 
 
Husbands 
While attending a Marriage Encounter Weekend, Ralph and his wife   
Marie listened to the instructor declare, “It is essential that husbands and 
wives know the things that are important to each other.” He addressed the 
men, “Can you name and describe your wife’s favorite flower?”        
Ralph leaned over, touched Marie’s arm, and whispered,                               
“Gold Medal, All-purpose, right?” 
 
Plans 
An 80-year-old lady was marrying for the 4th time. A newspaper writer 
asked if she wouldn’t mind talking about her first 3 husbands and what 
they did or a living. She smiled and said, “My first husband was a banker, 
then I married a circus ringmaster, next was a preacher and now in my 
80’s, a funeral  director. When asked why the 4 men had such diverse   
careers, she explained, “I married one for the money, 2 for the show,         
3 to get ready and 4 to go.” 

An embarrassing moment is spitting 
out a car window when it is not 
open!!!   
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