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Since childhood, I have loved creative 

writing.  So when God used me to start 

Steel Magnolias, I was delighted that a 

newsletter was to be part of this new 

nonprofit organization.  The inspira-

tional beginnings of each letter were 

carefully and prayerfully decided 

upon.  Beginning with the June letter, 

“Inspirational writing will be my as-

signment.  Other Steel Magnolias will 

submit the balance of each issue.  Then 

Becky Tiner, Editor, will place the 

parts together and the letter will be 

released to our readers, via internet 

and U.S Postal Service. 

However, because Gloria Woosley is 

such a gifted writer, with a servant’s 

heart, I chose one of her tender stories 

for this May issue.                                                  

Lenora Johnson, Founder 

The Kite                                                   

Gloria Woosley ...May 2003                             

This is a true story about a little boy’s 

prayer.  My grandson, Michael Lee 

Woosley, always came to my house every 

weekend.  He would stay from Friday 

evening until Sunday evening.   I really 

enjoyed his visits.  We would play games, 

put puzzles together and sometimes bake 

cookies.  Every Saturday we would go to 

the park down from my house.  One Sat-

urday I bought him a new kite and we 

packed a picnic lunch.  It was a beautiful 

day, a good time to fly a kite.  The wind 

was really blowing.  Michael was seven 

years old at the time.  The first thing we 

did when we got to the park was to 

unload the car of our chairs, picnic 

lunch, basketball and the kite.  After Mi-

chael had played with the many other 

children, up and down the slide, we ate 

our lunch..  After playing basketball 

with other boys, Michael wanted to fly 

his kite.  Michael started to run with 

the kite and it flew very high.  The wind 

started to blow even harder.  The kite 

kept getting higher and higher.  All of a 

sudden, the kite left the handle where 

the string was attached.  Michael 

started to scream, “My kite is gone!”  

The wind picked up the kite and it fi-

nally landed in the baseball field. side 

of the park.  It was blowing all over the 

field.  There was a high fence of about 

six feet around the baseball field.  Mi-

chael started running to the gate to 

retrieve his kite.  I was right behind 

him.  I thought it would be easy to go 

get the kite,  however the gate was 

locked with a big pad lock.  Michael 

started to cry, “I want my kite!”  I told 

him there was no way we could get that 

kite.  We stood, watching that kite be-

ing blown by the wind from one end if 

that field to the other.  I told Michael 

we had to go home, but he would not 

listen.  He just cried, “I want my kite!”  

Finally, Michael said, “Nene, please 

pray that the kite will hit the fence so 

we can get it.”  we had always prayed 

together and I had taken him to church 

with me.  I bowed my head and prayed, 

“Lord, please let the kite hit the fence 

where I can get it.  Nothing happened..  

I told Michael we had to go home.  He 

cried harder, “No Nene, I want my 

kite!”  Then in desperation, I told Mi-

chael to pray, not really believing, just 

to let him try since, it was so important 

to him.  Michael bowed his head 
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head and said these few words, “God,, please give us a little wind.”  At the time the kite was about ten to twelve feet 

from where we were standing.  All of a sudden a big puff of wind came and blew the kite right in front of where Michael 

and I were standing.  I was so surprised.  I held on to the kite until I could get it over the fence and give it to Michael.  

He looked up at me and said, “I told you I could get my kite.”  God heard the cries of a small boy and answered him in a 

mighty way.  Neither Michael nor I will ever forget the miracle that day. 
 

God does answer even the smallest prayers, therefore, I know He hears us when we need him in a desperate situation.  

The prayer of a small child changed my life .  When things get really hard, I think about the kite.  If God cares about a 

little boy’s kite, I know He cares about everything I go through.  Two months later I learned that I had breast cancer. 
 

 

The Story of Gloria Woosley 
 

I have been in the Steel Magnolias Breast Cancer Support Group since  2003.  

This was my first breast cancer.  A year later I learned that I had a huge aneu-

rysm behind my right eye.  Then in 2008 the cancer came back in my other 

breast.  I had her2new-in both breasts.  Breast cancer is in both sides of my 

family.  Both grandmothers, all my aunts on my mother’s side and all first 

cousins of my aunts had breast cancer.   This is the bad news, but the good 

news is that I have survived it all! 
 

Elaine Johns called and asked if I would write my story before I went home to 

be with Jesus.  Life is fragile and we need to cherish every moment.  I was 58 

years old when I had my first breast cancer and I worked at the Opportunity 

Center as a cook.  It was just  work and go home.  It was like I was in a dream 

and woke up to the beautiful world around me.  We take so many things for 

granted and don’t really enjoy our lives until something shakes our world.  I 

used to worry about yesterday and the “what if’s” of tomorrow.  That left me 

not able to enjoy each day. 
 

Things have changed for me now.  If I can’t change something,  I’m not worrying about it.  I will enjoy each moment to 

the fullest.  I face death everyday, but I am not afraid to live or die.  There is a saying that I say if I have a problem; “I 

will put it in God’s big wonderful hands and go out to play as a little child would.”  I don’t know why we have to face 

and go through hard and painful things in our lives, but I believe that God trust us enough to be able to go through it. 
 

Our group has shared, loved and cried with each other.  Maybe this is what it is all about.  Unless you go through some-

thing you will not know how another person feels.  My prayer for anyone that is facing breast cancer is to hold that head 

up, you are not alone.  God is with you.  I have put everyone in my group and the ones on the mailing list in my prayer 

book.  I pray for you every day.  This may be the very last thing I ever write, but I am happy and proud to be able to 

share my feelings with you.  Jesus loves you and I love you too. 
 

A Bible verse I would like to share with you, Isaiah 12:2 surely God is my salvation; I will trust and not be afraid.  The 

Lord is my Strength and my Song, He has become my Salvation. 
 

PS from Elaine Johns:  Gloria has worn out two funeral dresses!  Just know it is not over until God says it’s over! 

 

Each day of our lives we make deposits in the memory banks of our 

children…..Charles Swindoll 
 

We find delight in the beauty and happiness of children that makes the 

heart too big for the body….Ralph Waldo Emerson 
 

Children are one third of our population and all of our future….Select 

Panel for the Promotion of Child Health 
 

Cleaning your house while your kids are still growing up is like shoveling the walk be-

fore it stops snowing…..Phyllis Diller 
 

There are two lasting bequests we can give our children: One is roots.  The other is 

wings….Hodding Carter, Jr. 
 

Children are the messages we will send to a time we will never see...Neil Postman 
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Thank you, Gloria Woosley, for sharing wonderful inspiration concerning children and faith! 
Lenora Johnson, Founder 
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Steel Magnolias & Men of Steel Meeting 

April 22, 2014 
 

The Steel Magnolias Breast Cancer Support Group, Inc. met on Tuesday April 22nd in the private dining room of RMC.  

Vice President Nancy Gillespie began the meeting by introducing our guest speaker, Dr. Todd Scarbrough, Radiation 

Oncologist.  Chaplain Sherry Grinstead gave the blessing before our dinner, and President Elaine Johns invited Dr. Scar-

brough and our visitors to prepare their plates first.  All enjoyed the chicken fingers provided by RMC Cafeteria, as well 

as the side dishes and desserts provided by the Steel Magnolias members. 
 

After dinner, Vice President Nancy Gillespie provided additional information on Dr. Scarbrough’s educational and pro-

fessional background.  Dr. Scarbrough began by giving a brief overview of Stereotactic Radiosurgery (SRS) and Stereo-

tactic Body Radiotherapy (SBRT).  Despite its name SRS is a nonsurgical procedure that delivers precisely targeted ra-

diation at much higher doses in only a single or few treatments compared to traditional radiation therapy.  Dr. Scar-

brough explained that patients are now receiving treatment of body tumors with the procedure known as SBRT which is 

less invasive than traditional treatments.  SBRT is being used for treatment of small to medium size malignant or benign 

tumors to include tumors in the lungs, liver, abdomen, spine, prostate, breast, head and neck.    Dr. Scarbrough told the 

group that the SBRT procedure is available in Anniston.  A question and answer period followed Dr. Scarbrough’s brief-

ing with topics ranging from the HPV vaccine Gardasil to the causes of throat, tongue and lung cancer.  Nancy Gillespie 

thanked Dr. Scarbrough for speaking to our group and presented him with the devotional book, “Jesus Calling.” 

  

  

Business Meeting 

Treasurer Chuck Trull gave the Financial Report and told the group that we had raised $2,065 at the Bake and Jewelry 

sale held at Quintard Mall on Saturday, April 19th.  Steve Stephens made the motion to accept the report and Jimmy 

Taylor 2nd the motion  The Financial Report was approved. 
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Secretary Connie Stephens read the minutes from the March 25th meeting.  Steve Stephens made the motion to accept 

the minutes as read and Linda Barton 2nd the motion.  The minutes were approved. 
 

Nancy Gillespie announced that Steel Magnolias have been invited to set up a table at the JSU Administrative Profes-

sional Conference to be held at Ft. McClellan on May 16th and asked volunteers to see her to sign up to work that day. 
 

Jimmy Taylor recognized the members that have been working on the golf tournament and thanked them for all their 

help.  He also asked for volunteers to sign up to work at the tournament on Saturday. 
 

Margaret Taylor told the group that the printer in Pinks Boutique is not working properly and asked that we consider 

renting or buying a new printer.  Nancy Gillespie made a motion to buy a new printer for the Pinks Boutique and Connie 

Stephens 2nd the motion.  There being no objections, the motion was approved.  
 

Executive Director Nancy Burnell requested we consider purchasing a pink tent to be used at Steel Magnolias events.  

Margaret Taylor made a motion to buy the pink tent and Connie Stephens 2nd the motion.  With no objections, the mo-

tion was approved.  Nancy asked for a volunteer to be in charge of Special Events and a volunteer in charge of Fund 

Raising.  She also gave out coupons for BB&T which when used, the bank will donate $25 into the Steel Magnolias ac-

count when a new personal checking account is opened. 
 

President Elaine Johns announced the new publisher of the newsletter will be Becky Tiner.  Elaine asked for thoughts 

concerning, participation in Relay for Life.  After a few comments/concerns voiced, it was determined that our group 

will not participate in Relay for Life. 
 

Steve Stephens made a motion that the meeting be adjourned and Jimmy Taylor 2nd the motion.  Meeting was ad-

journed. 

Connie Stephens, Secretary 

 

Financial Report 

 

A complete report, including pictures will be in the June 2014 Steel Magnolias Newsletter 
 

May  2014 

03 (+)             27.00 

03 (-)            120.75 

 

05 (+)             75.00 

05 (-)            410.00 

05 (-)              65.90 

08 (-)              39.00 

Balance Brought Forward 

Deposit: Quintard Mall Sale of one T-shirt 

Elaine Johns: Reimbursement for Fabric and Needle.  (Art Purchase 

Academy Sports and Hobby Lobby) 

Deposit: Scarf Sales 

Chuck Trull: Reimbursement for Steel Magnolias pens 

Moore Printing: Newsletters and name tags for Janet and Karen 

Kyuka Waters 

$29,272.32 

  29,299.32 

 

  29,178.57 

  29,253.57 

  28,843.57 

  28,777.67 

  28,738,.67 

Swing For A Cure 

The Lea Fite Memorial Golf Tournament 

April 26, 2014 
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When there is space in the Steel Magnolias Newsletter, we make the effort to let our read-

ers know news concerning studies that could potentially have an impact on the lives of 

breast cancer patients. 

 

Your involvement in this study is your decision to make.  Please read doctoral student, 

Ms. Sharon Kern’s letter to Steel Magnolias.  Contact information and details of the 

study are included. 

 

We look forward to an update concerning this study. 

Doctoral Student Study about Uncertainty and Daily Spiritual Experiences 

April 24, 2014 

Sharon Kern, a doctoral student at the Duquesne University School of Nursing, is recruiting women with 

breast cancer for an online research study under the guidance of Linda Goodfellow, PhD, RN. This study is 

designed to learn more about uncertainty, perceived threat, stress, positive appraisal, and daily spiritual experi-

ences in women with breast cancer or with a history of breast cancer. This study has been approved by the Du-

quesne University Institutional Review Board. A donation to Living Beyond Breast Cancer will be made in 

appreciation of the posting the study announcement and link to obtain the data for this study. 

What does the study involve? 

The study is currently in the recruitment phase. The researcher seeks women diagnosed with breast cancer 

whether in active treatment or in survivorship for this study. This online survey consists of three (3) question-

naires and will take approximately 30 minutes for you to complete. Participation in the surveys is completely 

voluntary and confidential. There is also an option to participate in a phone interview to further explore your 

feelings about daily spiritual experiences. You will be asked at the end of the surveys if you wish to participate 

in the telephone interview and if ‘Yes’ you will be asked for contact information. If you decide to participate 

in the optional telephone interview, a bankcard for $15.00 will be mailed to you after the completion of the 

telephone interview for your time and any inconvenience in participating in this study.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             

Am I eligible to participate in this study? 

You are eligible to take part in the study if you are: 

 A woman diagnosed with breast cancer 18 years of  age and older 

 Not pregnant 

If you wish to learn more information about the study or participate in the study, click on the link be-

low or: 

http://www.snapsurveys.com/swh/surveylogin.asp?k=139594847682 

If you have any questions about the study you may contact me at 443-632-7616, kerns1244@duq.edu or Linda 

Goodfellow @ goodfellow@duq.edu.  
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Please continue bringing contributions of jewelry and other items of value to 

suite 406 of the Physicians Center.  We are looking forward to having a great 

selection at the Dining Voucher Bazaar, Wednesday and Thursday, July 16 & 

17, in the RMC 3rd floor main lobby.  

Looking for a Place to Volunteer? 

Steel Magnolias  
NEED YOU! 

 

Please email <Elainejohns@steelmagnoliasinc.org>  about spending a few hours each week in 

the Steel Magnolias office.  Some computer skills would be desirable.  A time will be set to 

meet you at the RMC Physicians Center, Suite 406.  

Mark Your Calendar 
 

May 27, 2014:  Steel Magnolias & Men of Steel Meeting, 5:00 pm in the RMC Private Dining 

Room.  RMC Cafeteria will provide Meat Loaf, with Creamed Potatoes & Gravy.  Steel Mag-

nolias bring side dishes and light desserts.  Special guest speaker will be Franklin McGee. 

 

June 16, 2014:  Newsletter Mailing Day—12:30 pm in RMC Physicians Center, Ste. 406 

 

June 24, 2014:  Steel Magnolias & Men of Steel Meeting, 5:00 pm, in the RMC Private Din-

ing Room.  RMC Cafeteria will provide Potato Bar: Irish and Sweet with condiments.  Steel 

Magnolias bring side dishes and light desserts.  Special Guest speaker will be Adam Portwood, 

Walgreen Manager. 

 

July 14, 2014:  Newsletter Mailing Day—12:30 pm in RMC Physicians Center, STE. 406 

 

Wednesday & Thursday, July 16 & 17:  Dining Voucher Bazaar.  RMC 3rd floor Main 

Lobby. 

 

July 22, 2014:  New Beginnings Banquet,  at Classic on Noble.  Master of Ceremonies, Dr. 

Dave Roberts, Keynote Speaker, Claudia Johnson from QOLHS in Tuskegee.  Invitations will 

be mailed. 

NOTICE TO ALL STEEL MAGNOLIAS: 

Beginning today, you must get a report on any event where you are representing Steel 

Magnolias to the new editor ASAP, following the event.   

Send your report to: beckyathome@cableone.com  or  500 Meharg St. weaver, AL 36277 
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Joggin’ Inside 

 

Mommy, I Have To….. 

A mother took her little boy to church.  While in church the little boy said, “Mommy, I have to pee.”  the mother said to 

the little boy, “It’s not appropriate to say the word ‘pee’ in church,.  So from now on whenever you have to ‘pee’ just tell 

me that you have to ‘whisper’.”  The following Sunday, the little boy went to church with his father and during the ser-

vice said to his father, “Daddy, I have to whisper.”  The father looked at him and said, “Okay, just whisper in my ear.” 

Courtesy of Lenora….Ohatchee, AL 

Pay for Your Last Bill 

A customer sent an order to a distributor for a large amount of goods totaling a great deal of money.  The distributor no-

ticed that the previous bill hadn’t been paid.  The collections manager left a voice-mail for them saying, “We can’t ship 

your new order until you pay for the last one.”  The next day the collections manager received a collect phone call, 

“Please cancel the order.  We can’t wait that long.   Courtesy of Lenora…..Ohatchee, AL 

 

Nursery School 

A nursery school driver was delivering a van full ,of kids home one day when a fire truck zoomed past.  Sitting in the 

front seat of the truck was a Dalmatian dog.  The children started discussing the dog’s duties.  “They use him to keep 

crowds back,” said Tommy.  “No,” said Billy, he’s just for good luck.”  Peter brought the argument to a close.  “They 

use the dogs, he said firmly, to find the fire hydrants….”  Courtesy of Pokey…..Anniston, AL 

 

Evaluating Employees 

Quotes taken from actual performance evaluations: 

*  “Since my last report, this employee has reached rock bottom and has started to dig.” 

 “His men would follow him anywhere, but only out of morbid curiosity.” 

 “I would not allow this employee to breed.” 

 “This associate is really not so much of a has-been, but a definitely won’t be.” 

 “Works well when under constant supervision and cornered like a rat in a trap.” 

 “When she opens her mouth, it seems that this is only to change whichever foot was previously in there.” 

 “He would be out of his depth in a parking lot puddle.” 

 “This young lady has delusions of adequacy.” 

 “He sets low personal standards and then consistently fails to achieve them.” 

 “This employee should go far-and the sooner he starts, the better.” 

 “This employee is depriving a village somewhere of an idiot.”  Courtesy of Lenora…..Ohatchee, AL 

 

Visiting Grandpa 

A six-year old goes to the hospital with his grandma to visit his grandpa.  When they got to the hospital, he runs ahead of 

his grandma and bursts into his grandpa’s room.  “Grandpa, Grandpa, he says excitedly, “As soon as Grandma comes 

into the room,  make a noise like a frog!”  “What?” said his grandpa.  “Make a noise, like a frog because Grandma said 

that as soon as you croak, we’re going to Disneyland!!!”  Courtesy of Lenora….Ohatchee, AL 

 

Chuck Norris 

 Chuck Norris once roundhouse kicked someone so hard that his foot broke the speed of light, went back ,in time, and 

killed Amelia Earhart while she was flying over the Pacific Ocean. 

 Chuck Norris doesn’t cut down a Christmas tree, he looks at it and it just falls over. 

 Chuck Norris once threw a grenade and killed 50 people….then it exploded. 

 The devil didn’t really go down to Georgia, Chuck Norris just roundhouse kicked him and he ended up there. 

 When Bruce Banner gets mad, he turns into the Hulk.  When the Hulk gets mad, he turns into Chuck Norris. 

 Aliens do exist.  They’re just waiting for Chuck Norris to die before they attack. 

 Chuck Norris has already been to Mars; that’s why there are no signs of life.  Courtesy of Lenora...Ohatchee, AL 

 

Hearing Aids 

An elderly gentleman had serious hearing problems for a number of years.  He went to the doctor who was able to have 

him fitted for a set of hearing aids.  The elderly gentleman went back, in a month and the doctor said, “Your hearing is 

perfect.  Your family must be pleased.”  The old gentleman replied, “Oh, I haven’t told them.  I just sit around and listen 

to conversations.   I’ve changed my will three times.  Courtesy of Lenora…..Ohatchee, AL 


